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Jasmine Ganta
Journey Back to Riverside
Riverside School is not only a school, but has been a home for thousands of students
over the past 20 years. For Jasmine, the Riverside Campus is deeply connected
to her life journey. Starting in day care and attending all the way through 8th class,
Jasmine found happiness at Riverside. Her happiest memories include playing with
her classmates in the park on campus. “I remember fighting for the swing and running
from my friend that was trying to put a caterpillar on me!” she says.
Jasmine went on to study science as well as get an English degree. Becoming a
teacher was her life’s journey, inspired by her favorite teachers from Riverside, like
Susan and Mathews Thankachan (pictured above).
Now, Jasmine has returned home as a Telugu teacher, and she loves seeing her
students enjoy the same happy days that she once had in this very campus. Her
love for God and for her students makes here a beloved teacher to all. She hopes to
inspire her students to pursue teaching so they can also journey back to Riverside!
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Harish Pindi
Helping People through Smart Village
Harish, who studied at Riverside for his primary school years, is currently attending
California State University: Northridge getting his Master’s Degree in Computer
Science. He always dreamed of doing something big with his life but didn’t have that
guidance until his father had a car accident and he realized that Jesus had the healing
power above any other god. His new faith in Christ translated into a mentorship from
Chairman Darwin, who became a great influence in Harish’s career. Soon, Harish
became inspired to give back to his village like Chairman did. “I was raised here and
I love this place, so I felt a lot of emotion when I first came back for the Smart Village
Project,” he says.
Harish’s dream is to become an app developer. “I want to make an app that is
compatible to everyone and works without net.” Harish’s passion to help people
produced great work for the prototyping phase of the Smart Village Project. Harish
had simple beginnings, but through his hard work and the advice from Chairman,
Harish got the honor of meeting the Chief Minister at the conclusion of the project.
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Michael Y.S.
Giving Back to His School
“I remember the careless days of no
worrying. Sometimes I pray to God to
let me relive my childhood. There are
many memories that bring back smiles
and tears, spent at my most favorite
place in the world- my school! I don’t
know about my future... but wherever
I go, no one can take these memories
from me.”
In between working as an executive
for FlipKart, Michael felt God calling
him back to Riverside to give back
with summer teams and Smart
Village. Michael has since helped
as a translator for Bible Camps.
The American teams relied on him
to help share the message of the
gospel. Michael also developed a
social media presence for Riverside
School including the website and the
Facebook page where he connects
with Alumni. Thanks to Michael, the
first ever Riverside School reunion will
be hosted in campus on December 20,
2017.
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Yadla Ranisha
Personal Faith in Jesus
Core values formed from life in hostel
for Ranisha Yadla. Ranisha graduated
from Riverside in 2007 and got her
degree in Pharmacy Technology at
Vishnu College in Bhimavaram. She
now works at OPTUM in Bangalore
as a medical coder. “My favorite
memories were growing up in hostel
when all the little kids would call me
‘sister.’ At that time I learned good
communication skills, to overcome
stage fear, to show love, and to help
one another. All the credit goes to
my school, I am proud to say that
my personal faith in Jesus is built
in Riverside School. To be frank, if I
didn’t study there I might not be a good
believer.”

“Train up a child in the way he should
go,
And when he is old he will not depart
from it.”
Proverbs 22:6
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Manasa, 2013

Manasa Pindi
Riverside: A Family Tradition

Neha, 2016

“I started at Riverside in 1996, the same year the school opened. I remember a
missionary named Joshua Watson who taught English and Bible in a very different
manner, not with book knowledge, but logically. He was a constant guide to our batch.
By reading the Bible I learned English.”
Manasa went on to study her B. Tech. and says she transformed from being a “backbench” student to earning 1st rank thanks to the discipline she learned from Christian
values. In fact, Manasa says her greatest achievement is helping her husband to
accept Jesus Christ. She hopes that her daughter Neha will learn the same values
now that she’s enrolled in UKG at Riverside.

“Go therefore and make disciples of all Nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
Matthew 28:19
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Elisha Nakka
Positive Memories

2016

Elisha attended Riverside from 1999-2007 and says all his favorite memories were
from that time. “Riverside School was my first home,” he says, “I owe everything I
have to it.”
Riverside was the first school in the district to have a computer lab and science
labs, and it gave Elisha a competetive edge over his peers. He credits his current
government job in the railway station to the good education he received here.
More importantly, Elisha learned about God thanks to former resident missionary
Joshua Watson. “Josh was an influential mentor in my life. He used to rebuke me and
show me what the Christian way is” explains Elisha. Elisha also lived in the hostel
during the time that Martha, our facilities manager, was warden. He said her counseling
guided him in his faith and turned him away from sin. He still visits the campus during
days off from work to catch up with Martha and receive her wise counseling. Elisha’s
story proves that once a relationship is started with Riverside School, that Christcentered nurturing and fellowship never ends.
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Dr. Vijay Adabala
A Worthwhile Transformation
“I am now a sponsored postgraduate candidate at AIIMS studying anaesthesiology
and critical care. I would like to thank Riverside School for giving me a chance to study
in English with high standards in academics and spirituality. The school has made
me a whole new person in terms of education and spiritual life. I am a doctor and a
Christian!”
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Vijay with his class, 2006

Ramesh Babu Dangeti
From Naughty Student to Entrepreneur
“Ramesh was the naughtiest boy in the school and I had to threaten to kick him out!
But now he’s made something of himself,” says Chairman Darwin about Ramesh.
Ramesh’s “naughty to nice” transformation began at Riverside, where he learned
about God. “I joined the hostel in 1996 when the school opened and I stayed from
3rd to 8th class. Being in Riverside made me know about the true God, Jesus, that
leads me to be a successful man in my life. I came from a Hindu family, but now my
family and I got baptized.”
After that transformative experience, Ramesh Babu completed his B. Com. degree
and now works in Plumbing wholesale and cultivates 10 acres of aquaculture. It is
hard to believe that the one most famous for being naughty has grown up to be a
leader and an entrepreneur. His story should be an inspiration for Riverside’s current
class clowns that the discipline of Christian living leads to success.
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Shyam Chand
Multi-talented Student
“During my school days I was an average student in studies, but a very good athlete
and sports person. Besides sports, I was the best artist during my reign at Riverside.
I won the Gold Medal at the All India Child Art Competition in 2005. My memorable
moment was when I proved my talents as a good actor, writer, and director for the
Annual Day Celebration of my final year at Riverside.”
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Shyam playing cricket for Sports Day.

Murali Kombathula
Sponsorship Changed his Life
From a low-income family in Mori, Murali didn’t have much hope for a bright future,
but God blessed him with an opportunity to study in Riverside as a sponsored
student. “Chairman Darwin took me in,” says Murali, “I worked hard in studies to
show my gratitude to him and my sponsors.”
Furthermore, Murali expressed the impact a Christian education had on his life. “My
whole life, my mind never deviated. I learned how to pray and read the Bible, and I
still do.”
After moving on to degree in Vijayawada for software engineering, Murali now hopes
to give back to villages. He never forgot his humble beginnings and the opportunities
he got through sponsorship, so his sense of philanthropy is strong. He has a
passion for solving water crises in Villages throughout India and hopes to do so in
partnership with Phase II of the Smart Village Project.
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Mounika Pindi
Outstanding Qualities
After enjoying her studies in
Riverside School from 19972009, Mounika stood out from
the competition when she was
applying for a technology job for
Macy’s. “The interviewer noticed
my perfect English and my
outgoing personality and hired
me right away.” Mounika says she
gained those qualities through the
discussion based classes taught by
Ms. Indira in her high school days.
Mounika continues to excel in her
jobs at Macy’s and GAP, and seems
bound for a future in the US, much
like her brother, Harish!

Mounika with her Science Fair
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Team and Ms. Indira, 2006

Alumni Reunion
Mark Your Calendar
What: Riverside School Alumni Reunion
When: December 20, 2017
Where: Riverside School Campus
Who: Any former student or teacher of Riverside School.
Are you eager to reunite with the teachers and classmates that shaped your
childhood? The Riverside School Alumni Reunion is an event you won’t want to
miss, with over 20 years of history to reminisce over, and countless success stories
to celebrate.
For more information and live updates on the event, please add our Facebook page
by sending a friend request to “Riverside School Moripodu- East Godavari” and
registering in the alumni database posted there.

t’s all about connection Reconnect this December like the Class of 2015
boys did here, with their favorite teacher, Ms. Treesamma!
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